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Patriotic  Women 

^  and  their   Tea 


4W 


^^.     HE  student  of  American  history  must  enjoy 
7j  the  antagonism    of   patriotism  on  the  one 

^^  hatid  and  customs  and  habits  on  the  other- 

No  one  can  question  that  the  great  majority 
of  the  women  of  America  sympathized 
with  the  efforts  of  the  colonists  for  liberty 
and  independence,  no  one  but  knows  that 
they  were  one  with  their  husbands  and 
brothers  in  the  effort  for  self  government 
and  freedom  from  the  tyranny  of  monarchial  govern- 
ment, especially  when  administered  by  an  unsympa- 
thetic ministry  three  thousand  miles  away  over  the  sea. 
And  yet  when  the  conduct  of  the  war  interfered  with 
habits  and  customs  an  amusing  storm  of  protest  often 
arose  against  the  measures  proposed  by  those  who 
conducted  the  affairs  of  legislation  or  executive  con- 
trol. 

Aside  from  homemade  wine  and  cider  the  beverage. 
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of  the  country  was  tea,  when  it  was  not  water.  Coffee 
was  rarely  used,  in  fact,  outside  of  a  few  of  the  largest 
cities,  it  was  not  sold.  Not  that  great  quantities  of 
tea  were  consumed.  In  1784  such  consumption  was 
not  more  than  one  pound  per  annum  to  every  twelve 
persons  in  the  country.  The  whole  amount  of  Bohea 
imported  during  that  year,  the  first  after  the  close  of 
the  Revolutionary  War,  was  but  three  hundred  thou, 
sand  pounds  and  less  than  twenty-five  thousand  pounds 
of  Hyson.  Yet  the  question  of  the  importation  of  tea 
had  an  important  place  in  the  question  of  the  taxation 
of  the  American  colonies. 

All  the  world  knows  of  the  destruction  of  tea  in 
Boston  harbor  and  at  New  York  in  the  winter  of  1774 
and  the  action  in  other  cities  to  prevent  its  landing 
and  sale.  The  net  tax  was  but  three  pence  a  pound, 
but  the  people  would  not  pay  it.  The  tea  tax  brought 
matters  to  a  head  in  the  colonies. 

The  beverage  did  more  than  initiate  the  war.  This 
magazine  (Vol.  III.,  page  171)  published  the  letter 
from  Johannes  Shght  to  the  convention  sitting  in 
New  York  August  26th,  1776  reporting  from  Kingston 
that 

*'  The  women  surround  the  committee  chamber  and  say 
that  if  they  cannot  have  tea,  their  husbands  shall  fight  no 
more. ' ' 

When  the  tea  was  destroyed  in  Boston,  New  York 
and  other  ports  along  the  coast  it  was  determined  by 
the  patriotic  inhabitants  that  it  should  no  longer  be 
used  as  a  beverage  and  thus  would  the  East  India 
Company,  by  which  was  meant  the  British  government, 
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whose  members  were  so  largely  concerned  in  that  great 
monopoly,  receive  injury.  Fired  by  this  patriotic  pur- 
pose the  use  of  the  fragrant  herb  was,  for  a  year  or 
two,  largely  discontinued.  As  the  years  passed  the 
people,  especially  the  women,  longed  more  and  more 
for  their  favorite  beverage.  As  port  after  port  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  British  the  importation  fell  off, 
even  smugglers  being  unable  to  land  cargoes.  What 
tea  did  reach  the  importers  rose  rapidly  in  price  until 
that  price  becime  prohibitory.  What  were  the  house- 
wives to  do  ?  What  would  a  quilting  be,  what  a  spin- 
ning bee,  what  a  party?  An  eighteenth  century  poet 
had  sung 

"  Here  thou,  great  Anna,  whom  three  realms  obey, 
Dost  sometimes  counsel  take  and,  sometimes,  tea." 

Why  should  not  then  the  dames,  who  must  settle 
the  neighborhood  affairs  not  oiilj'-  but  must  meet  in 
discussion  of  the  cause  of  the  colonies,  have  steaming 
before  them  the  fragrant  herb  of  inspiration  by  which 
the  good  queen  had  been  inspired  in  adjusting  the  con- 
cerns  of  her  wide  realm  ?  They  would,  or  know  the  rea- 
son why. 

At  the  time  when  these  Kingston  matrons  besieged 
the  doors  of  the  house  in  which  the  Committee  of 
Safety  sat  more  than  two  years  had  passed  since  the 
tax  had  been  laid  upon  tea  by  the  British  government. 
Anticipating  it  importers  had  laid  in  quite  a  large 
stock.  When  Congress  had  prohibited  the  sale  of  the 
taxed  tea  this  imported  tea  which  had  paid  no  duty 
had  been  prohibited  from  sale  as  well.  When  war 
was  raging  between  the  mother  country  and  the  col- 
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onies  the  holders  of  this  tea  applied  to  Congress  to 
have  this  prohibition  of  sale  removed.  The  Conven- 
tion of  the  State  of  New  York  memorialized  Congress 
to  this  effect  and  Congress  heard  the  plea  and  granted 
the  request,  although  forbidding  its  sale  at  a  greater 
price  than  six  shillings,  or  seventy-five  cents,  a  pound. 
The  holders  of  the  tea  insisted  that  they  could  not 
afford  to  sell  at  that  price,  claiming  that  it  did  not 
reimburse  them  for  its  cost,  the  interest  upon  the 
money  invested  and  the  risk  incurred  in  securing  it 
and  bringing  it  past  the  dangers  of  British  men-of-war. 
The  matter  did  not  present  itself  thus  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  who  reported  that  the  merchants  and 
owners  of  the  tea 

"  Have  refused  to  dispose  of  their  stock  of  tea  on  hand, 
until  such  time  as  an  artificial  scarcity  shall  induce  the  good 
women  of  this  State  to  tempt  them  to  vend  it  by  offering 
exorbitant  prices." 

This  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  Johannes 
Sleght  wrote  the  letter  to  the  New  York  Convention 
mentioned  above.  During  the  summer  which  suc- 
ceeded the  demands  of  these  matrons  suffering  for 
their  favorite  beverage  became  more  and  more  insist- 
ent. The  Convention  found  that  something  must  be 
done.  Colonel  Charles  DeWitt,  to  whom  a  memorial 
was  raised  last  Memorial  Day,  gallantly  came  to  the 
rescue  of  these  dames.  On  the  last  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1776  he  moved,  and  the  motion  prevailed,  that  the 
Convention  consider 

"  The  abuses  committed  in  the  withholding  of  tea  by 
the  owners  or  agents  thereof,  within  this  State,  and  also  in 
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the   sale  thereof  at   higher    prices   than  that    limited   by 
Congress. ' ' 

A  report  was  made  on  the  8th  day  of  October,  was 
read  and  discussed  and  then  taken  up  on  the  follow- 
ing day.  The  minutes  of  the  Convention  say  nothing 
of  any  farther  action  upon  this  report.  On  the  same 
day  when  the  committee  made  the  report  mentioned, 
Johannes  Sleght,  the  chairman  of  the  Kingston  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  reported  to  tlie  Convention  that  a 
man  had  arrived  in  King^ton  and  attempted  to  remove 
the  tea  stored  by  Grodus  (Gerardus)  Beekman  in  the 
house  of  John  Ehmendorf,  but  that  the  Committee  of 
Safety  had  forbidden  its  transfer.  This  committee 
had  further  decided  that  no  tea  stored  in  Kingston 
should  be  removed  except  upon  the  instruction  of  the 
Convention.  Meanwhile  the  Committee  of  Safety 
promised  to  maintain  peace  and  order  in  the  town. 

While  the  solons  were  thus  debating  and  resolving 
the  thirst  of  the  women  increased.  They  wanted  tea. 
There  was  tea  in  town.  Why  could  they  not  have  it 
and  have  it  at  once?  The  spinsters  and  the  matrons 
were  determined  to  have  their  tea,  and  set  about  secur- 
ing it.  They  organized  a  delegation  to  wait  upon 
Mrs.  Mary  Elmendorf  and  demand  access  to  the  store- 
house at  once.  The  door  was  shut  and  locked.  The 
thirsty  delegation  forced  its  way  in,  opened  the  pack- 
ages and  proceeded  to  weigh  out  the  number  of  pounds 
each  woman  wanted.  This  done  each  counted  out  as 
many  six  shillings  (the  price  for  retail  fixed  by  Cong- 
ress), deposited  this  sum  upon  the  counter  and  went 
home  in  triumph.  The  Kingston  teakettles  sang  that 
afternoon  as  never  before  nor  since.  The  discussions 
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which  had  almost  rent  families  asunder  for  many 
weeks  were  composed  that  night  and  Kingston  slept 
the  sleep  of  the  just. 

It  became  necessary  that  those  in  authority  act  in 
the  matter.  So  on  the  17th  the  Committee  of  Safety 
took  up  the  question.     It  was  then  ordered  that 

"The  Committee  of  the  several  Counties  take  the  tea 
in  store  within  their  respective  counties,  in  their  possession, 
and  sell  it  by  retail  at  six  shillings  a  pound,  and  account  for 
the  proceeds  to  the  owners." 

With  this  order  was  one  prohibiting  the  sale  of 
more  than  twelve  pounds  to  any  one  person  for  the 
use  of  one  family.  The  resolution  was  not  acted 
upon  and  four  days  thereafter  further  consideration 
was  postponed.  The  question  refused  to  withdraw 
itself.  The  Convention  could  not  control  the  matter 
and  the  quantity  of  tea  obtained  by  the  energetic 
women  was  soon  exhausted.  Further  raids  would  not 
be  as  successful  and  it  was  necessary  that  some  other 
measures  more  productive  of  the  article  needed  be 
adopted.  And  yet  what  could  be  done?  The  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  was  at  its  wit's  end  to  decide  the 
matter.  Its  chairman,  Johannes  Sleght,  addressed  the 
Convention  another  letter  in  which  he  vented  his  feel- 
ings on  the  whole  subject  in  these  words  : 

'"The  Inhabitants  of  this  [Ulster]  county  till  within  a 
few  days  have  been  distinguished  for  their  firmness  and 
attachment  to  the  resolves  of  Congress  and  committees  3  in 
short,  have  been  as  peaceable,  we  flatter  ourselves,  as  any 
people  in  this  State  ;  but  it  is  with  regret,  that  we  are 
undet  the  disagreeable  nede«sity  to  mform  ybu,  that  wis  are 
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daily  alarmed,  and  our  streets  filled  with  mobs  from  different 
parts  of  the  county,  breaking  of  doors  and  committing  ot 
outrages  to  the  disturbance  of  the  peace  and  of  the  good 
people  of  this  town,  owing  as  we  have  reason  to  believe  to 
the  misfortune  of  having  that  detestable  article,  called  tea, 
stowed  here,  which  is  taken  by  them  and  divided  or  dis- 
tributed in  such  manner  as  they  think  fit.  We  have  here- 
tofore assured  the  good  People  of  this  town,  that  your 
Congress  would  pass  a  resolve  for  the  disposal  of  that 
article  lodged  here  ;  and  it  is  asserted  (by  what  author- 
ity we  know  not)  that  your  Congress  has  passed  a  resolve  to 
that  purpose,  but  that  before  the  publication  thereof 
repealed  or  made  void  the  same  which  the  People,  whom 
we  have  had  before  us,  assign  in  justification  of  their  con- 
duct in  the  premises.  We  now  entreat  you  to  advise  us  how 
and  in  what  manner  we  shall  suppress  these  disturbances. 
We  shall  not  presume  to  dictate  to  your  honourable  House, 
but  are  well  assured  that  if  a  resolve  was  to  be  passed, 
establishing  a  price  and  ordering  a  disposal  thereof,  it  would 
tend  to  the  interest  of  the  proprietors,  and  the  peace  of  the 
good  People  of  this  State." 

No  action  was  taken  in  the  matter.  On  the  third  of 
December  John  Elmendorf,  with  whom  the  tea  had 
been  stored,  wrote  to  the  Convention.  He  told  the 
Convention  that  he  declined  the  trust.  And  he  said 
it  was 

"  For  reason  of  such  daily  depredations  and  plunder  of 
private  property  at  my  house.  You  are  sensible  when  such 
outrages  are  committed,  in  having  your  doors  splintered, 
forced,  etc,  it  is  requisite  for  an  honest  man,  and  a  lover  of 
his  country's  rights,  to  alleviate  the  distress  of  my  good 
family  with  my  presence.  Nothing  grieves  me  more  than 
daily  to  observe,  and  be  an  eye-witness  to  such  confusion 
and  turbulent  dispositions  of  the  people.'* 
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Notwithstanding  all  these  urgent  petitions  for 
some  action  in  the  matter  the  Convention  did  nothing. 
There  were  stored  in  Kingston  three  large  packages  of 
tea  belonging  to  a  party  in  Connecticut  aggregating 
several  thousand  pounds  avoirdupois.  When  the 
party  came  to  remove  them  one  package  was  missing. 

In  truth  the  importation  of  anything  from  a  for- 
eign country  was  difficult.  New  York  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  British  early  in  the  struggle.  Later 
Philadelphia  was  captured  by  the  enemy  as  were 
Charleston  and  Savannah.  They  had  seized  Boston 
early  only  to  withdraw  their  troops.  It  was  not  in  the 
possession  of  the  enemy  again  during  the  war.  After 
New  York  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  British 
merchants  were  compelled  to  draw  their  supplies 
of  tea  and  other  articles  from  Philadelphia.  When 
this,  too,  was  in  possession  of  the  British  the  needs 
of  the  tradesmen  must  be  supplied  from  Boston  and 
it  was  a  long  and  difficult  journey  across  to  that  port. 
Merchants  resented  any  action  by  Congress  fixing 
prices  for  what  they  had  to  sell  after  the  long  haul 
from  that  city  to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson. 

All  this  agitation  and  contrivance  came  to  an  end 
with  the  return  of  peace  and  renewal  of  commercial 
intercourse.  Adventurous  merchants  soon  sent  their 
vessels  to  trade  with  the  Orient  and  bring  home  car- 
goes of  the  fragrant  leaf  which  had  been  such  a  factor 
in  arousing  patriotic  Americans  to  resistance  and 
patriotic  women  to  the  assertion  of  their  rights  in 
having  what  they  thought  the  necessaries  of  life  with- 
out extortionate  demands  of  the  purveyors. 

With  the  consideration    of  the  regulation  of  the 


72 


Patriotic  Women  and  their   Tea 


price  of  tea  to  those  who  felt  that  the  dealers  were 
extorting  an  unwarranted  equivalent  for  the  necessity 
was  the  matter  of  supplying  the  troops  with  the 
article.  In  this  connection  the  action  of  the  Conven- 
tion is  worth  noting.  The  following  resolution  was 
passed  by  it : 

"  In  Convention  of  the  Representatives 
Of  the  State  of  New  York 

"  Kings  Town,  April  25***  1777- 

''Resolved  that  Colo.  Allison  &  Colo.  Hethorn  be 
appointed  to  receive  fronn  Genn  George  Clinton  the  Hogs- 
tead  of  tea  now  in  His  possession  and  which  was  taken  at 
Hackensack  New  Bridge  Some  time  in  Jany,  Last  by  a  part 
of  the  said  Colos.  Regments  of  Militia  in  General  Clinton's 
Brigade  and  that  they  Deal  out  one  pound  of  the  said  tea  to 
each  of  the  officers  and  Privates  of  the  said  Regements  who 
were  or  had  been  in  actual  Service  Before  the  taking  of  the 
said  tea  and  did  not  Desert  the  Said  Service  or  who  have 
not  heretofore  had  any  Shair  of  the  said  Tea  they  paying  at 
the  rate  of  Six  Shillings  per  pound  for  the  Same. 

**  RoBT.  Benson,  Secry." 

With  the  imports  which  followed  the  resumption  of 
commerce  the  town  settled  down  to  the  normal  social 
intercourse.  Afternoon  teas  became  the  prevailing 
social  feature  of  the  Esopus.  Informally,  three  or 
four  or  more  neighboring  women  would  notify  another 
housewife  that,  if  agreeable,  on  some  afternoon  not 
more  than  two  days  thereafter  they  would  spend  that 
afternoon  with  her.  With  their  knitting  the  matrons 
would  then  appear  about  two  o'clock.  The  hours 
until  five  were  devoted  to  knitting  and,  incidentally,  to 
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the  settling  of  the  social  affairs  of  the  town.  Had  the 
hostess  old-fashioned  silver  it  decorated  the  table  and 
served  the  short-cake,  plain  cake,  preserves  and  sweet- 
meats. But  the  discussion  would  not  reach  its  height 
until  the  cup  of  tea  was  dispensed  with  the  generous 
lump  of  maple  sugar.  For  some  reason  Bohea  met 
with  no  patrons  in  the  Esopus.  Old  Hyson  was  the 
favorite  herb  for  their  inspiration.  Over  its  fine  flavor 
and  generous  fragrance  many  a  social  problem  was 
solved  and  many  a  family  alliance  originated.  The 
tea  over  the  party  dispersed  to  reassemble  a  few  days 
later  at  the  house  of  one  or  another  of  the  guests. 

More  formal  tea  parties  were  held  in  the  evening. 
At  these  the  ladies  gathered  at  five  in  the  afternoon 
and  the  gentlemen  at  six,  or  before  seven.  As  soon 
as  all  were  assembled  the  tea  was  served  with  cake  to 
the  guests  seated  around  the  room.  Invitations  to 
these  were  given  verbally  a  day  or  two  before.  The 
evening  was  passed,  after  the  service  of  the  tea,  in 
games  by  the  young  and  in  conversation  by  the  older 
guests.  Dancing  was  rare  at  private  houses.  A  series 
of  balls  at  De  Waal's  was  usually  arranged  before  the 
holidays,  to  take  place  during  the  winter  and  before 
Paas.  And  here  round  dances  were  unknown.  The 
proposal  of  such  would  have  broken  up  the  series  any 
winter. 

This  generation  of  drinkers  of  coffee,  cocoa,  pos- 
tum  and  other  beverages,  mild  in  exhilaration  and 
peaceful  in  effect,  can  never  know  the  belligerence 
occasioned  by  the  indulgence  by  our  ancestors  in  the 
Chinese  herb  or,  should  we  say,  in  the  forcible  depri- 
vation of  it.     The  truth  of  history  requires  this  recital. 


74 


Bridging  the 

^  ^  ^  Ksopus 


|ARLY  in  the  settlement  of  the  Esopus 
apph'cants  for  the  fertile  lowlands 
saw  the  productiveness  of  the  lands 
l\ing  on  the  west  side  of  the  Groote 
Kil,  as  the  stream  now  called  the 
Esopus  creek  was  named  in  the 
earliest  days  after  the  coming  of  the  Dutch.  On  this 
west  side  the  Osterhoudt,  the  Burhans,  the  Van  Etten 
and  the  De  Me}er  families  found  homes.  As  almost 
all  of  them  were  from  Brabant  in  South  Holland  these 
plains  received  the  name  of  Brabant,  and  the  name  still 
adheres  to  the  region. 

When  rains  are  heavy  and  hours  in  duration  the 
Esopus  creek  bf  comes  an  uncontrollable  flood.  This 
has  been  its  history  since  the  first  comers  catne  to  its 
banks.  So  the  question  of  access  to  the  farms  across 
the  stream  from  the  village  was  a  vital  one  to  the 
people  of  the  town.  Bridge  after  bridge  has  beeti 
built  to  be  swept  down  the  raging  waters.  It  is  only 
since  abutments  have  been  raised  high  enough  to  be 
above  the  turbulent  flood  that  a  bridge  is  secure. 

After  repeated  erections  the  effort  was  abandoned, 
and  a  ford  at  the  end  of  what  is  known  as  "  Frog 
Alley  ''  was  the  crossing  place  for  generations.  There 
was,  and  is,  another  ford  about  four  miles  north,  and 
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down  the  stream,  at  the  place  where  the  Sawkill 
empties  into  the  Esopus.  It  was  here  that  the  Old 
Kings  Road,  the  highway  on  the  west  side  of  the  Hud- 
son  from  New  York  to  Albany,  crossed  the  stream. 

The  day  (May  31st,  1658)  when  Stuyvesant  secured 
the  agreement  of  the  settlers  around  the  Esopus  to 
remove  into  a  village  which  he  could  fortify,  he  decided 
to  bridge  the  stream.  In  his  report  Director  Stuy- 
vesant says : 

"Four  carpenters  came  also  on  the  i8th  [of  June], 
engaged  by  Mrs.  de  Hulter  to  remove  her  house,  barns  and 
sheds  and  on  the  igth  three  more  whom  I  had  asked  and 
engaged  at  Fort  Orange  to  make  a  bridge  over  the  Kil. " 

On  the  28th  of  the  following  September  Sergeant 
Andries  Louwrens,  whom  Stuyvesant  had  left  in  charge 
of  affairs  at  the  Esopus,  wrote  to  the  director: 

"  The  bridge  has  been  swept  away  with  the  exception  of 
one  beam,  so  that  it  cannot  be  repaired  and  the  farmers  say, 
that  it  will  not  suit  them  to  begin  making  a  new  one  before 
winter. ' ' 

The  court-minutes  of  Fort  Orange,  under  date  of 
April  5th,  1659,  contain  the  record  of  an  action  begun 
by  Cornells  Woutersen  against  Mrs.  de  Hulter,  then 
the  wife  of  Jeronimus  Ebbingh,  for  the  payment  of  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  florins  for  building  a  bridge 
at  the  Esopus.  Was  this  a  bridge  to  replace  the  other 
or  one  to  reach  her  lands  across  the  stream  ? 

Schoonmaker's  "  History  of  Kingston  "  speaks  of  a 
meeting  in  January,  1790  to  raise  money  to  bridge  the 
stream.     The  trustees  contributed  i^ioo  towards  the 
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object.  Tiie  sum  raised  was  not  sufficient  and  the 
next  October  the  trustees  offered  to  contribute  an 
additional  £t^.  When  the  Ulster  and  Delaware 
Turnpike  Company  began  to  lay  out  the  road  in  1804 
it  replaced  the  bridge  by  another.  The  new  one  was 
painted  red  and  was  known  as  "  The  Red  Bridge."  In 
March,  1818  this  was  carried  away  by  a  freshet. 
Another  was  built  the  same  year.  These  were  all 
of  wood,  without  cover.  We  cannot  recount  the 
successive  attempts  to  thus  cross  the  stream  but  later 
ones  were  covered  and  constructed  after  the  pattern 
everywhere  prevailing  in  the  county.  They  were  built 
with  a  network  upon  either  side  which  constituted  the 
supporting  arch. 

Down  stream  from  the  bridge  at  Higginsville  (as 
this  part  of  Kingston  became  known)  during  all  these 
years  of  covered  wooden  ones  there  was  no  bridge 
across  the  Esopus  until  that  below  Glenerie  was 
reached.  Below  this  was  none  but  the  great  arched 
wooden  bridge  in  the  village  of  Saugerties.  At  pres- 
ent there  is  an  iron  bridge  at  Legg's  Mills,  another  of 
iron  at  the  site  of  the  Glenerie  bridge  just  mentioned, 
and  the  great  bridge  at  Saugerties  was  replaced  by  a»i 
iron  one  in  1874. 

This  bridge  deserves  especial  mention.  In  the  days 
about  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century  a  scow 
at  Stony  Point,  the  present  residence  of  George  W. 
Washburn,  transported  passengers  and  teams  between 
the  two  sides  of  the  stream.  This  scow  ferry  had  suc- 
ceeded a  similar  one  just  above  the  present  iron  bridge. 
The  village  of  Saugerties  sprang  from  the  develop- 
ment of  the  water  power  of  the  falls  in  the  Esopus  by 
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Henry  Barclay  in  1825.  With  this  the  scows  were 
abandoned  and  a  pontoon  toil-bridge  was  built,  and 
operated  at  Stonj-  Point  by  Solomon  Roosa.  Barclay 
then  bought  it  and  removed  it  to  the  present  bridge 
site,  operating  it  as  a  toll-bridge.  In  the  summer  of 
1832  it  was  destroyed  by  a  great  wind.  Barclay  then 
erected  a  wooden  bridge  with  an  open  top,  which  was 
built  by  Smith  Cram.  It  had  but  one  road-way.  This 
was  also  a  toll-bridge.  A  freshet  in  the  spring  of  1839 
destroyed  it.  Within  a  year  Ralph  Bigelow  built  the 
bridge  shown  in  our  illustration.  It  was  a  wooden 
bridge,  with  two  road-ways  and  a  foot-passenger  way. 
Four  mighty  arches  sprang  across  the  stream  under 
the  bridge,  and  four  more,  which  started  with  the 
others,  rose  to  the  top  of  the  bridge  in  the  centre. 
The  bridge  was  an  arch  and  was  more  than  three  hun- 
dred feet  in  length — the  longest  wooden  arch  in  the 
State,  if  not  in  America.  In  1874  it  was  torn  down 
and  the  present  iron  bridge  erected. 

There  is  to-day  but  one  old  fashioned  wooden  bridge 
on  the  Esopus.  This  is  at  Bishop's  Falls,  at  the  site 
of  the  dam  of  the  great  Ashokan  reservoir.  When 
this  is  removed   there  will  be  none  left. 

4. 4. 4. 

THE  SUPPL  V  OF  LEA  D  LN  THE  RE  VOL  UTfON 


One  of  the  most  perplexing  of  the  problems  which 
confronted  the  patriots  at  the  opening  and  during  the 
progress  of  the  Revolutionary  War  was  the  supply  of 
lead  for  bullets.  An  expert  was  appointed  to  thor- 
oughly search  the  Shaw-uv^unk  mountains  for  lead 
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mines.  From  the  earliest  settlement  of  the  region 
reports  of  such  mines  were  heard.  They  never  mate- 
rialized, at  least  in  quantities  of  commercial  value. 
The  expert,  John  McDonald,  a  practical  lead  miner, 
thoroughly  examined  a  lead  mine  in  the  town  of 
Rochester  (then  including  Wawarsing)  and  reported 
that  he  had  dug  out  about  two  hundred  weight  of  lead 
ore,  which  he  had  found  in  six  several  places  in  this 
spot.  He  reported  that  he  could  discover  but  "the 
Tract  of  a  Vein."  He  advised  against  further  opera- 
tions. He  reported  that  some  lead  might  be  obtained 
at  Nine  Partners  in  Dutchess  county  and  at  New 
Canaan  in  Albany  county. 

The  government  of  the  State  of  New  York  had 
been  urged  by  Congress,  under  a  resolution  of  October 
30,  1777,  to  develop  every  mine  in  the  State  which 
might  produce  lead.  If  laborers  could  not  be  obtained 
the  commissary  general  of  prisoners  was  directed  to 
furnish  a  competent  number  of  prisoners  of  war  for 
the  purpose.  Before  the  war  closed  sufificient  lead 
was  mined  at  Ancram,  Columbia  county,  for  the  army. 

Just  after  the  beginning  of  the  conflict  a  bright 
thought  struck  some  one  in  the  Provincial  Congress 
and  the  suggestion  was  made  that  people  donate  their 
sash  weights  for  the  cause.  It  was  immediately  acted 
upon  and  more  than  one  hundred  tons  of  lead  were 
thus  secured.  From  the  house  of  Jacobus  De  Peyster 
in  the  City  of  New  York  alone  1069  pounds  were 
obtained  from  the  sash  weights.  Where  lead  could 
not  be  got  pewter  plates  were  melted  and  run  into  bul- 
lets. At  Fort  Montgomery,  even  the  weights  on  fish- 
ing nets  were  thus  melted  and  moulded.     After  the 
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close  of  the  war  the  State  reimbursed  the  owners  of 
these  houses  at  the  rate  of  nine  pence  per  pound. 
The  number  of  houses  in  New  York  from  which  sash 
weights  were  thus  taken  was  five  hundred  and  nine. 

4.4.4. 
New  Store  and  Landing, 

Lately  erected  upon  the  Rondout-Kill,  about  a  mile 

above    Wm.    Svvart's,    known    by   the    name    of 

Twaalfskill  [Wilbur],  one  and    a   half   miles 

from  Kingston  village. 

JOHN  NEELY, 
[Jakes  this  method  to  acquaint  the  public,  that  he 
has    for    sale   at    the   above    Store,    a 
GENERAL  ASSORTMENT  OF 

EUROPEAN  &  W.  INDIA  GOODS, 

American  and  German  STEEL,  Swede's  and 
common  IRON,  &c.  which  he  is  determined 
to  sell  at  uncommon  low  prices,  either  for 
Cash,  Lumber,  or  any  kind  of  merchantable 
Produce,  for  which  he  intends  to  allow  the 
highest  market  price. 

Kingston,  January  10,  1806. 

N.  B.  The  above  Landing  is  not  only  to 
be  preferred  to  either  of  the  other  Kingston 
landings,  on  account  of  its  being  nearest  to 
the  village,  but  the  road  to  it  is  so  much 
better  and  easier,  as  hardly  to  permit  of 
comparison. 

{From  the  "  Plebeian,"  Kingston,  N.  Y.  May  16, 1806.) 
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THE  BRUYN  FAMILY  OF  SHAWANGUNK 


Jacobus  Bruyn,  a  ship  carpenter  by  trade,  arrived 
in  New  Amsterdam  from  Norway  about  1660.  He 
married  Gertruyd  Esselsteyn  of  Columbia  county, 
New  York  and  removed  from  New  Amsterdam  and 
settled  in  Shawangunk.  They  had  three  children,  Jan, 
Jacobus  and  Esther.  After  the  death  of  her  husband 
Gertruyd  married  Severyn  Ten  Hout,  "  a  baker  of  the 
Esopus,"  who  arrived  at  New  Amsterdam  with  the 
ship  Fox,  August,  1662.  Ten  Hout  had  considerable 
property  and,  dying  without  issue,  left  his  estate  to 
the  children  of  his  wife  by  her  former  husband. 
Esther,  the  daughter,  married  Zachariah  Hoffman. 
Jacobus,  the  son,  married  Katrina  Schoonmaker.  Jan 
died  in  his  infancy. 

Jacobus  Bruyn,  the  younger,  and  Katrina  Schoon- 
maker are  said  to  have  had  fifteen  children.  Among 
them  were  Jacobus,  Cornelius,  Johannes,  Severyn, 
Katrina,  Mary  and  Anna.  Katrina  became  the  wife  of 
Abraham  Hasbrouck  of  Kingston,  Mary  married  Isaac 
Hasbrouck  and  Anna  married  Solomon  VanWagenen. 
Jacobus  married  Jeannie  Graham  and  their  children 
were  Jacobus,  Severyn,  Johannes,  Cornelius,  Thomas, 
Gertruyd  and  Maria.  Cornelius,  the  son  of  the  third 
Jacobus,  married  a  daughter  of  Zachariah  Hoffman  and 
had  two  sons,  Abraham  and  Zachariah,  and  one 
daughter. 

Severyn  Bruyn,  son  of  Jacobus  Bruyn  and  Jeannie 
Graham,  married  Margaret  Anderson  of  New  York 
and  had  three  sons,  James  Severyn,  Severyn  T.,  and 
Thomas,  and  two  daughters,  Margaret  and  Sophia. 
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SOME  DUTCH  FAMILY  NAMES 


Abeel,  a  poplar. 

Acker  (akker),  a  field. 

Ackerman,  a  farmer. 

Avery,  damage  or  loss. 

Allen,  all. 

Bleecker,  (bleeker),  a  bleacher. 

Bogart  (boomgard),  an  orchard.  Bogardus  is  a 
Latinized  form  of  the  name. 

Bouvver,  a  builder. 

Brouwer,  a  brewer. 

Hagedorn  (haagedoorn),  hawthorne. 

Keyser,  emperor. 

Kip,  a  fowl. 

Meyer,  a  country  mayor  or  sheriff. 

Pruyn  (pruim),  a  plum. 

Roggen,  rye. 

Romeyn,  Roman. 

Rooseboom,  a  rose  tree. 

Roosekrans,  rose  crown,  a  garland  of  roses. 

Schutt,  archer. 

Snyder,  tailor. 

Steenberg,  stone  hill. 

Terpenning,  near  the  three  pennies  (pawnbrokers). 

Van  Buskirk  (van  boschkerk),  of  the  church  in  the 
woods. 

Van  Valkenberg,  from  the  hill  of  the  hawk  or 
falcon. 

Van  Vechten,  from  the  combat. 

Van  Wagenen,  from  Wageningen. 

Yates,  gates. 
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RENEWING  THE  TREATY  WITH  THE 
INDIANS 


The  Second  Esopus  War  was  settled  by  a  treaty 
between  the  Dutch  and  the  Esopus  Indians  negotiated 
at  New  Amsterdam  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  May,  1664. 
This  is  known  as  the  Stuyvesant  treaty.  The  ninth 
article  provided  : 

"  It  is  also  covenanted,  that  they  [the  Esopus  Indians] 
or  some  of  their  people  shall  come  down  here  every  year,  to 
renew  this  compact  and  that,  if  they  bring  a  present,  we  shall 
also  give  them  one." 

The  following  year  the  province  had  passed  into 
the  possession  of  the  English.  On  the  7th  of  October, 
1665  the  governor,  Richard  Nicolls,  met  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  tribe  upon  the  present  Academy 
green  in  Kingston  and  the  treaty  was  renewed.  In  the 
Nicolls  treaty  is  this  provision  : 

"The  said  Sachems  doth  Engage  to  come  once  every 
yeare  and  bring  some  of  their  young  People  to  Acknowledge 
every  part  of  this  Agreement  in  the  Sopes,  to  the  end  that  it 
may  bes  kept  in  perpetual  memory.  That  all  past  Injuryes 
are  buryed  and  forgotten  on  both  sides. ' ' 

This  treaty  is  preserved  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of 
Ulster  county  to  this  day.  The  Indians  presented  a 
belt  of  wampum  on  the  occasion.  This  belt  hangs  to- 
day over  the  desk  of  the  clerk  of  the  county.  An 
illustration  thereof  was  given  in  Olde  ULSTER,  Vol. 
II.  (1906),  page  37. 
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For  more  than  two  generations  the  red  men  kept 
their  promise.  Year  by  year  they  appeared,  both  par- 
ties pledged  themselves  to  a  perpetual  peace  and 
amit}-.  and  exchanged  presents.  The  subscriptions  of 
both  sides  to  such  renewal  are  attached  to  the  old 
treaty  until  i68i.  The  treaty  also  bears  this  endorse- 
ment : 

"  Endorsed. — Received  the  Records  in  Court  of  Sessions, 
of  Sarah  Rosecranse,  the  3d  October,  1722." 


There  is  among  the  papers  of  Sir  William  Johnson, 
Commissioiirr  of  Indian  AfTairs  of  New  York,  the 
report  of  the  renewal  in  1741.     We  give  it  in  full  : 

"  Att  a  Meeting  of  Justices  at  Kingston  on 
Monday  ye  7^^  Sept  j^^j 

*'  Present 

Coll  Abraham  Gaasbeek  Chambers 

Cap'  Edward  Whitaker 

Major  Johannis  Hardenbergh 

Mr.  Jacoli  Ten  Broeck 

Coll  (iilbert  Livingston,  Supervisor j 

Mr.  Jan  Van  Deusen 

Capt  John  Sleght 

Mr.  Cornelius  Newkerk,  Supervisor 

"The  Esopus  Indians  having  desired  a  meeting  of  the 
Justices  Nachnawachena,  alias  Sander,  chief  Sachem 

together  with 
Hakewaremin        ~] 
Qualaghquninjou  ^.  Under  Sachems 
Walagaghin  ) 

&  23  more  Indians  besides  squaws  and  Children 
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"  The  Indians,  being  asked  what  they  had  to  offer  to  the 
Justices  and  made  answer  that  they  Came  only  to  Shake 
Hands  &  Renue  the  friendship  and  gave  three  small  deer 
skins  Eight  [musk]  Rats  &  two  minks  and  further  said  they 
were  a  poor  people  &  had  no  better  present  to  make  and 
they  Expected  that  Each  ought  to  affist  the  other. 

"  The  Justices  answered  that  they  were  Glad  that  they 
Came  to  Renue  the  peace  which  has  been  kept  all  along  by 
the  ancestors  and  shall  on  the  part  of  the  justices  and  their 
children  be  kept  as  long  as  the  world  stands. 

"  And  the  Justices  told  them  that  if  they  should  come  by 
the  knowledge  of  any  Enemys  to  hurt  the  Christians  they 
shall  acquaint  us  with  it,  as  wee  shall  doe  to  them  if  wee 
know  of  any  Enemy  to  hurt  them  ;   to  which  they  all  agreed. 

"The  Sachems  showed  the  Articles  of  peace  made  in 
Writing  by  our  ancestors  which  they  promised  to  observe  on 
their  part,  and  the  Justices  promiffed  also  on  their  part. 

"The  Indians  said  they  intended  to  come  next  spring  to 
Renue  the  peace  again  and  they  were  answered  that  when 
they  wanted  to  speak  with  the  Justices  that  they  ought  first 
to  send  a  meffenger  to  know  when  it  would  suit  the  Justices, 
that  they  might  acquaint  the  Justices  that  hve  remote. 

"  The  Justices  &  Supervisors  Gave  the  Indians  a  present 
of  Eight  pounds  Eight  shillings  &  Six  pence. 

"Ordered  that  the  Indians  have  a  copy  of  these  pro- 
ceedings. 

"  .\  true  copy. 
"  Examined  per 

"Gilbert  Livingston, 

"Clerk." 

The  treaty  of  Governor  Nicoll.s  was  in  duplicate 
and  the  Indians  were  given  a  copy.  It  is  interesting 
to  know  that  they  had  preserved  their  copy  from  1665 
to  this  renewal  in  1741. 
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THE  FARM  BETWEEN  THE  TWO  CREEKS 


On  the  J4th  of  July,  1654,  Thomas  Chambers  sur- 
rendered his  farm  opposite  Albany,  leased  from  van 
Rensselaer,  the  Patroon,  to  the  lessor  and  removed  to 
the  Esopus,  to  lands  purchased  by  him  from  the 
Indians  on  the  5th  of  June,  1652.  On  the  i8th  of 
November,  1654  the  Patroon  and  the  commissioners 
of  the  colony  of  Rensselaerswyck  leased  to  Ian  Bar- 
entsz  VVemp  "  the  land  between  the  two  creeks  as  cul- 
tivated  by  Thomas  Chamber,  and  if  the  adjoining  land 
can  be  obtained  from  the  savages,  he  shall  use  it  with 
the  aforesaid  land,  without  further  charges  than  those 
mentioned  in  this  contract."  The  *' van  Rensselaer 
Bowier  Manuscripts,"  in  a  footnote  to  page  755  gives 
the  following  information  relating  to  the  farm  from 
which  the  first  settler  of  the  Esopus,  afterwards  Lord 
of  Fox  Hall  Manor,  came  when  he  removed  to  Kings- 
ton, and  of  the  location  of  the  same  : 

"  The  farm  referred  to  in  this  lease  was  established  by 
Thomas  Chambers  under  a  contract  with  the  officers  of  the 
colony,  dated  Sept.  7,  1646,  whsch  is  found  in  Copij'e  van 
eenige  Aden  en  andere  Aenmerckelijcke  Notitien,  1643-48, 
pages  74-78,  among  the  Rensselaetswyck  Mss.  The  land  is 
described  as  being  *  situated  obliquely  opposite  the  farm 
called  de  Vlackte,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  between  the 
two  creeks  '  by  which  is  meant  the  land  between  the  present 
Wynant's  and  Poesten  Kills,  in  the  southern  part  of  the  city 
of  Troy.  The  contract  provides  that  Thomas  Chambers 
shall  use  the  said  land  for  the  period  of  five  years  com- 
mencing Nov.  I,  1647  ;  that  he  shall  build  at  his  own 
expense  a  barn,  60  x  28  feet,  in  all  respects  hke  the  barn  of 
Poentje,  a  dwelhng  house,  32  x  18  feet,  hay  barracks  and  a 
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fence,  and  that  at  the  end  of  the  five  years  he  shall  surrender 
these  to  the  patroon  in  lieu  of  rent ;  also,  that  he  shall 
receive  two  mares,  two  stallions  and  four  cows,  and  that  each 
year  he  shall  pay  tithes  and,  as  an  acknowledgement,  25ft) 
of  butler.  The  contract  provides  further  that  if  there  is  an 
opportunity  to  erect  a  sawmill,  Thomas  Chambers  shall  have 
the  preference,  and  that  at  the  end  of  five  years  he  may 
extend  the  term  of  his  lease  for  three  years,  on  payment  of 
an  annual  rent  of  f500,  in  addition  to  tithes.  In  the  account 
books  of  the  colony,  Thomas  Chambers  is  charged  with 
tithes  from  1647  to  1652,  and  with  rent  and  tithes  from 
1652  to  1654.  July  14,  1654,  Thomas  Chambers  surren- 
dered his  farm,  dwelling  house,  barn  and  hay  barracks  and 
gave  a  promissory  note  to  Jan  Baptist  van  Rensselaer  for 
fi388:3.  Soon  after  he  moved  to  the  Esopus,  where  he  had 
bought  land  June  5,  1652.  As  far  as  any  records  show,  the 
farm  of  Thomas  Chambers  was  the  first  one  to  be  established 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  north  of  the  present  city  of 
Rensselaer,  while  the  tract  on  which  it  was  located  was  prob- 
ably the  first  to  be  purchased  from  the  Indians  in  that 
vicinity. ' ' 
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(DCLXVII.)    John  Brodhead  Winfield'  (Jen- 
neke^,  Jan  or  JohnS,  Abraham^,  Jan^,  Peter2,  Mariiiusi) 

was  born  in  Esopus and  died   in  Ulster  Park  April 

24,  1907.     He  married  Sarah  Elizabeth  Schryver. 
Child  : 

(699)  Caroline   Winfield^ :  Born ;    married    Ama- 

ziah  N.  Ellison.  1 
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(CCCCLXVIII)  Joshua  Van  Aken^  (Jan  or 
JohnS,  Abraham^,  Jan^,  Peter^,  Marinus^)  was  baptized 
in  Esopus  Februaiy  4,  1803  and  married  HELEN  Van 
Keuren.     Child  : 

(700)  Mary  Ann^ :   Born    in   Esopus  ;  married  Alexan- 

der Parsell. 
Helen,  wife  of  Joshua  Van  Aken,  was  received  into 
the  Klyn  Esopus  church,  in  June    1837  on  confession 
of  her  faith,  and  dismissed  to  ai.other  church  in  1853. 

(CCCCLXIX)  Cornelius  Hasbrouck  Van 
AkenS  (Jan  or  John^,  Abraham^,  Jan^,  Peter^,  Mari- 
nusi)  was  baptized  in  Esopus  December  8,  1804.  He 
married   Catherine   Maria  Hermance.     Children  : 

(701)  John  Henry^:  Born  in  Esopus  Sept.  ii,  1828. 

(702)  Ann  Margaret' :  Born  in   Esopus  Apr.  19,  1831. 

(703)  Mary  Jane':   Born  in  Esopus  July  8,  1833. 

(704)  Peter  Stephen' :  Born  in    Esopus  May  11,  1836. 

(705)  Elijah':  Born  in  Esopus  July  7,  1838. 

(706)  Jacob  Alfred':  Born  in  Esopus  Aug.  7,  1841. 

(707)  Martha':  Born  in  Esopus  Aug.  5,  1843. 
Catherine  Maria,  wife  of    Cornelius  H.  Van  Aken, 

was  received  on  confession  as  a  member  of  Klyn  Eso- 
pus church  in  1831  ;  dismissed  Sept.  8,  1851.  Cor- 
nelius  H.  Van  Aken  was  received  on  confession  into 
the  same  church  ;  was  dismissed  May  271843. 

(CCCCLXXin.)  H  annah  Van  Aken6 (Benjamin 
A.5,  Abraham^,  Jan^,  Petei^,  Marinusi)  was  baptized  in 
Esopus  July  6,  1805  and  married  DaVID  S.  DECKER. 
Children  : 

(708)  Sarah  Elizabeth  Dcckei' :  Born  in  Esopus  Feb. 
II,  1824. 
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(709)  Benjamin  Peter  Deckei':   Born   in  Esopus  Aug. 

10,  1826, 

(710)  William  Woolsey  Osterhoudt   Decker' :  Born  in 

Esopus  June  i,  1829. 

(711)  Abraham  Edgar  Decker' :   Born  in  Esopus  Feb. 

18,  1833. 

(712)  Harriet  Ann  Decker':  Born  in  Esopus  June  i, 

1836. 

(713)  Maurice  Decker':  Born  in  Esopus  Oct.  13,  1843. 
Hannah  Van  Aken,  wife  of  David   S.  Decker,  was 

received  into  Klyn  Esopus  church  on  confession  Aug- 
ust 2,  1830  and  dismissed  by  certificate  April  7,  1843. 

(CCCCLXXVm.)  Anna  Van  Aken^  (Matthew^ 
Abraham"*,  Jan^,  Peter2,  Marinus^)  was  baptized  in 
Esopus  May  19,  1807;  married  (ist)  Calvin  P.  Mar- 
shall.    Children  : 

(714)  Jane  Ann  Marshall':  Born ;  married  David 

H.  Peersall. 

(715)  Henrietta G.  Marshall':  Born ;  married  Israel 

Burger. 

(716)  Jeremiah    Marshall':  Born ;  married  Sarah 

Margaret  Eckert. 

(717)  Matthew  Marshall':  Born ;  died . 

Anna  Van  Aken  married  (2nd)  Isaac  Decker 
Van  Aken6  (Jacobus  or  James  Jr.5,  Abraham  G.^. 
Gideon^,  Peter^,  Marinusi)  (547)  who  was  born  in  Eso- 
pus May  3,  1816.     Children: 

(718)  Eliza    Helen':  Born ;    married    Selah    Ter- 

pen ning. 

(719)  Jesse':  Born ;  married  Margaret   Ann  Van 

Wagoner. 
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(720)  Alfred':  Born ;  married  Almira  Bedford. 

(CCCCXCVI.)  Benjamin  Isaac  Van  Aken^  (Sam- 
uels, Isaad,  Jan',  Petei2,  Marinusi)  was  baptized  in 
Pine  Hush.  Ulster  county,  New  York  September  7, 
18 1 3  and  married  GERTRUDE  Legg.     Children  : 

(721)  Mary7:  Born  December  28.  1838;  married  Titus 

Osterhoudt  ;  died  Apr.  1892. 

(722)  John   L.7:  Born    May   9,  1850:    m.  Anna  Legg. 

(DCCXXI.)  Mary  Van  Aken'  (Benjamin  1.6, 
Samuels,    Isaac^,    Jaii^,    Peter2,     Marinusi)    was    born 

December    28,    1838  and  died    April ,    1892.     She 

married  TiTUS  OsTERHOUDT.     Child  : 

(723)  Charlotte    OsterhoudlS:    Born    July    24,     1854. 

(DCCXXII.)  John  L.  Van  Aken' (Benjamin  1.6, 
SamueP,  Isaac^,  Jan^'  Peter2,  Marinusi)  was  born  in 
Kingston  May  9,  i8$o,  and  died  there  October  9,  1903. 
He  married  ANNA  Legg  Dec.  20,  1877.  She  was  born 
October  29,  1858.     Children: 

(724)  Charles  C.8:   Born  October  30,  1878. 

(725)  Benjamin  I.^:   B.  Jan.  30,   1880;  d.  July  9,  1894. 

(726)  Gertrude  A.8:  Born  Nov.  26,  1882. 

(727)  Henry  C.8;  Born  Oct  16.  1891. 

(728)  Ethels :  Born  Apr.  15,  1893. 

(DCCXXni.)  Charlotte  OsTERHOUDT8(Mary7, 
Benjamin  I.^,  Samuel^,  Isaac^,  Jan^,  Peter2,  Marinu.si) 
was  born  in  Kingston  July  24,  1844,  and  married 
Charles  D.  W.  Johnson     Children: 

(729)  Susan  C.  Johnson^:  Born  in  Kingston . 

(730)  Mary  Attft  Johnson^:  Born  in  Kiagatoa— 
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(DVI )  S.\LLY  Catherine  Van  Akens  (Peter 
B.5,  Benjamin^  Jan^,  Peter2,  Marinusi)  was  baptized  in 
Esopus  September  3.  1813  and  married  Abraham  J. 
Terpenning.     Children  : 

(73[)  Mary  Ann  Terpenning^:   Born  in    Esopus ; 

married  (ist)  George  LeFevre  ;  (2nd)    Christo- 
pher Relyea. 

(732)  Hester  Jane  Terpenning^:  Born  in  Esopus ; 

died. 

(733)  Jeremiah  Terpenning^:  Born  in  Esopus ;  died 

(734)  Edgar  Terpenning^ :  Born  in   Esopus ;  mar- 

ried Mary  E.  Perrine. 

(DCCXXXIV.)  Edgar  Terpenning'  (Sally 
Catherine^,    Peter   B.s,    Benjamin^,  Jan^,  Petei^,  Mari- 

nusi)  was  born  in  Esopus ;  and  married   Mary  E. 

Perrine.    Children : 

(735)  Grace  Terpenning^:   Born   in   Esopus ;  mar- 

ried Rev.  G.  D.  L.  DeGraff. 

(736)  Carrie  Terpenning^  :  Born  in  Esopus . 

(DVIII.)  Lawrence  CoNKLm  Van  AKEN6(Peter 
B.5,  Benjamin'*,  Jan^,  Peter2,  Marinusi)  was  baptized  in 
Esopus  April  22,  1818  and  married  in  Esopus  March 
23.  1839  Anna  Maria  Van  Aken^  (jacobus  or  James 
Jr.5,  Abraham  G.^,  Gideon3,  Peter2,  Marinusi)  (546) 
who  was  born  in  Esopus  June  23,  1813.  Children  : 
{yn)  Abraham  Benson':  Born  in  Esopus ;  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Van  Keuren. 

(738)  Sarah   Martlia' :   Born    in    Esopus ;    married 

(ist)    Henry    Buddington  ;    (2nd)     Alexander 
Hill. 
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(739)  Charles    W?\     Born    in     Esopus ;   nnarried 

Lavinia  Whittaker. 

(DXXII.)  John  Winfield  Van  Aken^  (Jacobs, 
Benjamin^  Jan^,  Peter2,  Marinusi)  was  born  in  Esopus, 
June  10,  1820  and  died  November  10,  1884.  He  mar- 
ried Catherine  Terpenning  who  was  bom and 

died  October  19,  1889.     Children  : 

(740)  Juliette':    Born  ;    married  Cornelius    Ells- 

worth. 

(741)  Mary  Lavinia' :  Born ;  married  Daniel  W. 

Benton. 

(742)  Elizabeth':     Born ;    married    Martin    Van 

Wagenen. 

(DXXIV.)  Solomon  Terpenning  Van  Akens 
(Jacobs,  Benjamin^,  Jan^,  Petei2,  Marinus^)  was  born  in 
Esopus  December  21,  1824.  He  married  CATHERINE 
Ann  Atkins.    Children  : 

(743)  Mary  Edith':  Born ;  died . 

(744)  James  Edward' :  Born ;  died . 

(745)  William  Henry'  ;   Born ;  married  Leah  Deyo. 

(746)  Charles  Wesley' :  Born ;  married  Mary  Mar- 

shall. 

(747)  Martha  Jane'  :  Born ;  died . 

(748)  Fannie     E.' :  Born ;    married      Samuel    J. 

Tanner. 

(749)  Arelia':  Born ;  married  William  Swartwout. 

(750)  Miles':  Born ;  died . 

(DXXVL)     Eliza   Maria   Van  Akens    (Jacobs, 
Benjamin^,  Jan^,  Peter2,  Marinus^)  was  born  in  Esopus 
April   12,    1828  and  married   (ist)    JEREMIAH  RONK, 
widower  of  Wyntje  Van  Nostrand.     Children  : 
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(751)  Marietta  Ronk?:    Born ;  married   Benjamin 

Houghtaling.     They  had  eleven  children. 

(752)  James  Ronk':  Born  ;  died  May  29,  i86f, 

a  soldier  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil 
War. 

(753)  Frederick  Ronk^  ;     Born  ;    married  (ist) 

Lydia  Humphrey;  (2nd)  Kate  M.  Stickles  and 
had  four  children.  Mary  E.  Ronk,  a  daughter, 
married  Sylvanus  Van  Aken. 

(754)  Elmira  Ronk':  Born ;  married  F.  Noble 

and  has  two  children. 

(755)  Edgar  T.  Ronk':  Born   ;  married  Eliza- 

beth Terpenning  and  has  three  children. 

(756)  John  H.  Ronk7  :  Born :  died  Frb.  6.  1865. 

(757)  Emma  Ronk':   Born  ;  married  Daniel  I. 

Wells  and  has  six  children. 

(758)  Julia    Ronk':     Born    ;     married    George 

Eckert  and  has  two  children. 

(759)  Silas    Ronk':     Born  ;     married    Jennie 

Kiersted  and  has  three  children. 

Eliza  Mart  a  Van  Aken  married  (2nd)  Jonathan 
WoOLSEY.     Child  : 

(760)  Dora   Woolsey' :    Born ;    married    Erme 

Van  Vliet. 

(DXXVII.)  Richard  De  Witt  Van  Akenb 
(Jacobs,  Benjamin*,  Jan^,  Peter^,  Marinu.si)  was  born  in 
Esopus  April  13,  1830  and  married  CHARLOTTE  ECK- 
ERT.     Children: 

(761)  Wilson'. 

(762)  Richard'. 

(763)  Mary'. 
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(DXXIX.)  Elmira  Van  AkenS  (Jacobs,  Benja- 
min^. Jan^,  Peter^,  Marinusi)  was  born  in  Esopus  Sep- 
tember 30,  1834  and  married  Jacob  Ronk,  a  brother 
of  Jeremiah  Ronk,  who  married  Eliza  Maria  Van  Aken. 
Child  : 
(764)  Charles  Ronk'. 

To  be  continued 

THE   WALLKILL   VALLEY 


Have  you  heard  of  the  Wallkill,  that  valley  far-famed  ? 
A  picture  of  beauty  in  bright  verdure  framed  ; 
A  stream  of  bright  silver  ripples  'long  at  its  feet 
And  gold  grows  and  glows  in  broad  acres  of  wheat. 

The  low-lowing  kine  as  they  wander  at  will 
To  crop  the  sweet  clover  o'er  valley  and  hill, 
Are  sleek,  happy  creatures  and  seemly  content 
To  enjoy  the  rich  blessings  that  heaven  hath  sent. 

When  twilight  is  stealing  o'er  cottage  and  hall. 
They  fall  into  line  at  the  maid's  gentle  call  ; 
And  while  the  bright  lass  of  the  future  may  dream, 
Exudes  from  the  udders  the  rich  yellow  cream. 

By  great  giant  steeds  on  wide  lumbering  carts, 
For  years  has  this  fluid  been  drawn  to  the  marts  ; 
Electricity  now  with  its  modern  appliance 
Rushes  by  with  a  whiz  and  a  look  of  defiance — 

As  though  it  would  say,  ''Oh,  you  surely  must  go; 
For  this  sort  of  a  farmer  you're  entirely  too  slow  ; 
You  may  find  a  place  in  more  langourous  climes, 
But  here  e'en  the  servants  are  up  with  the  times." 

Rose  Van  B.  Speece 
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A  N  HIS  TORIC^^  &  GENE  A  LOGIC^^  MA  GAZINE 

Publifhed  Monthly,  in  the  City  of 
Kin^/ton,  New  York,  by 
BENJAMIN     MYER      BRINK 

Terms  : — Three  dollars  a  year  in  Advance.      Single 
Copies,   tiventy-five  cents 

EnUred  as  second  class  matter  at  the  post  office  at  Kingston,  N.  Y, 


On  various  occasions  the  editor  of  this  magazine 
has  called  attention  to  the  unmarked  graves  of  the 
patriots  of  this  county  who  fought  the  battles  for  the 
liberty  and  freedom  we  enjoy,  in  the  early  days.  It 
has  been  a  satisfaction  that  those  of  Colonel  Chailes 
DeWitt  and  Thomas  Chambers,  Lord  of  the  Manor  of 
Fox  Hall,  have  been  marked.  Attention  has  been 
called  to  that  of  Colonel  Jacob  Rutsen,  at  Rosendale. 
In  this  nothing  has  been  done.  The  editor  has  received 
a  letter  from  a  lady  wiio  is  desirous  to  initiate  the 
matter  and  offers  twenty-five  dollars  towards  a  mon" 
ument.  The  editor  is  informed  that  as  much  more 
may  be  counted  upon.  His  experience  with  the  mon- 
ument to  Colonel  DeWitt  showed  him  that  nothing 
worthy  could  be  done  with  less  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  and  two  hundred  dollars  should  be  the 
least  sum  contributed.  M.my  prominent  families  have 
descended  from  Colonel  Rutsen  and  many  subscribers 
to  this  magazine  are  of  his  blood.  The  editor  would 
be  pleased  to  hear  from  such  in  the  matter.  He  offers 
lai«  assistance  in  the  effort. 
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now  studying  at  the  Metropolitan  College  of  Music. 
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Carl  Halir. 

Studio  : 

No.  224.    Tremper  Avenue, 

KINGSTON,  N.   F. 
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No.  J2J    WALL   ST.,   KINGSTON.   N    V. 


Silks,     Dress    Goods    and    Suits 
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^  ^  ^  Portieres,  Etc. 

WOVEN  BY 

A\RS.    PETER    ELne/^DORF, 

HURLEY,     N.     Y. 
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